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"It's time to stop complying with the system and draw your own map. Stop settling for what is 
good enough and start creating art that matters [or learning languages better]. Then, and only 
then, will you have achieved your potential. " ~ Seth Godin 

Trying to master a new language can be tough, but I've found the best way to learn is to teach. 
Teaching a subject requires you to think clearly and logically about it. Oftentimes there are 
questions lurking beneath the surface; trying to explain a subject to someone else can help these 
questions to be verbalized more clearly. 

I'm currently studying Hungarian, and since resources are so sparse, I decided to write down 
what I'm learning in a textbook-style format. When I've reached a higher level, I can sell or give 
away my own coursebook. Doing this makes me more involved in the learning process. I think 
more about Hungarian when I'm doing other things, and I think about what would be the best 
way to present it to someone else. So I spend more time in the target language, and in the end I'll 
have something I can show for it besides just being able to speak and read in Hungarian. Also, it 
keeps me motivated to study because there is a project associated with it, and why would I want 
to leave a project half-done? 

Another great thing is, writing it down doesn't take much more time than "normal" study. While 
I'm creating my own dialogs, I'm reviewing vocabulary and sentence structure. Talking about 
grammar reinforces what I've already learned and brings any questions to mind that might not 
have come up otherwise. Then I talk to my native speaking friends about my questions, and post 
any translations or journal-type writing to Lang-8 for correction by native speakers. So, when I'm 
done, I can be reasonably sure that my textbook will be free of errors. :) 

You can add audio to your course by asking your native speaking friends to make a recording for 
you. Just provide them with the correct text, or upload it to Rhino Spike to be read by a native 
speaker. And why not convert the same material into video format for YouTube? 

Well, this may all sound like a good idea, but you may be wondering exactly how to write a 
course. Here is the rule of thumb: Let your own learning be your guide. If something is too 
difficult for you to understand now, it should come later in the course. Your own learning process 
will be your guide to what should come first, next, and next. 

You may not be the best at explaining grammar, for example, but do your best to make it 
understandable. Writing it down and teaching someone else are great ways to make yourself 
think about the subject more clearly. It's not critical to have everything perfect. There are 
thousands of language courses available, and none of those are perfect either. The important 
thing is simply to write down what you're learning. 



So let your own learning be your guide and get out there and teach someone else (or your cat or 
dog!) the language you're learning! 



